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Dr Neil MacNeill, PhD, EdD, FACEL
It is good to see that the new IGA store, thirty metres from the school
gate, is up and running again. This is very handy for the school, and our
parents.
Talk for Writing. The Talk for Writing program is going well in all of
the classrooms. It is really impressive to watch the students recite their
story maps, which is redressing a problem that has existed in schools for
many generations.
When our parents were at primary school, teachers would say something
like, “I want you to write an exciting story about your trip to the beach”.
Hmmm, you probably did that five times at school. The teacher may
remind you about the beginning, middle and end, but that was it!
T4W (Talk for Writing) plots out story maps (e.g. five paragraphs with
idiographs) and the students learn the scaffold by heart. So, in their minds
they know an expanded writing structure with the key words that help
develop the ideas. This empowers all of the kids who are not natural
writers.
Ask your children to tell you about Talk for Writing when they get home
today. You will be impressed.
Dogs. Just a reminder that the Education Department does not allow dogs
on school grounds.
School Grounds. Access to school grounds including the school oval, is
determined by the school administration- it is all private property. Times
have changed, and for safety reasons there is no way that we can have
random people mixing with the children in our care. Occasionally, we
have adults deciding to walk on the oval while we have students doing
lessons there, and others want to walk around the classes. We always ask
these adults to leave, but some want to argue. We simply ring the police if
there is a problem.
Birthday cakes. Just a reminder that we cannot allow “home cooked”
cakes etc. to be shared with other children. Any food that is to be shared
must be in sealed in commercial packaging that displays the contents list.

Full newsletter:
http://www.ellenbrookps.wa.edu.au/
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DEPUTIES’ UPDATE

Merit Certificates Winners
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B5
Pippa Smith
Jessica Zoller
R1
Valentine Gray
Piper Johnson

R3
Jasper Hislop
Hanna Pendreigh-Norman
R4
Mannat Kaur
Enoch Sikazwe
Y1
Mia Baker

Mental health is a growing concern in all communities and something the
school takes very seriously. We will always support children who are
experiencing problems, and advise parents of what outside agencies are
available to help. Anxiety is a major issue and many young children
experience it for various reasons. It is important for families to have open
discussions following incidents that negatively affect their children.
Students first port of call for help is usually the parents. You can ask your
GP for a mental health plan for you or your children which will enable
you to access 6 visits to a psychologist, usually free of charge.
If you find it difficult to have that conversation with your child- too many
distractions, no privacy etc- try doing it in the car. No-one can leave the
room, no-one else can enter the space, and you don’t have to look at each
other. This is a proven safe space where children feel comfortable to open
up.
Below are some phone numbers of agencies which can be useful if you are
unsure of how best to help your child. If you feel your child needs
support, please let us know. You can see Vicki Harley in the office at any
time.
Lifeline 131114
Kids Helpline 1800551800
Headspace

Y5
Bethany Summers

92748860

Beyond Blue- anxiety 1300224636

Sustainability at EPS
What is compost?
Compost is decomposed organic material. Compost is made with material
such as leaves, shredded twigs, and kitchen scraps from plants. To
gardeners, compost is considered "black gold" because of its many
benefits in the garden. Compost is a great material for garden soil.
What has it got to do with EPS?
Did you know that every classroom has its own compost bin? The
students at EPS are encouraged to put all of their food scraps (like fruit
and veggie peels as well as, things like sandwich crusts) into their
classroom compost bin. This prevents a large amount of compostable
waste from going into landfill.

Lifelong Learning

DEPUTIES’ UPDATE
Waste Warriors

Term Dates 2021:
Term 2: ends Fri 2 July.

Term 3: Tues 20 July
to
Fri 24 Sept.

Term 4: Tues 12 Oct
to
Thurs 16 Dec.

Yellow 4’s class are EPS’s ‘Waste Warriors’ and they have the important
job of collecting each classes compost bin and emptying them into our
school gardens. By doing this, we are helping our fruit frees and other
plants grow much stronger and reducing the amount of waste going into
landfill.
“If we don’t put our scraps in the compost we will have to keep knocking
down trees and animal’s homes so that people can dig huge landfill holes
for all the rubbish to go in.” – Savanah Y4
Waste Wise Wednesday
No plastic wrappers please. Every Wednesday students are encouraged to
minimise plastic waste that is brought into school and instead use reusable
containers in their lunch boxes. Let’s do our part to decrease what goes
into landfill. Remember: less wrappers, more reusable containers
wherever possible.
Waste Wise Wednesday Poster Competition
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Over the next two weeks EPS is offering a poster completion. The
winning design will be printed on a magnet for every class representative
to take home to put on their fridge, to remind them to bring less waste to
school on Wednesdays. Ask your child if they are entering our
completion!
Worms
Last week, Yellow 4 planted a large amount of worms around the gardens
of EPS. We learnt that worms love to eat through the compost we collect.
“The worms and the compost help the soil to become healthier so our fruit
trees grow even stronger” – Krysia Y4

Features of Poetry
During April and May, the Spelling Mastery Extension Group studied features of poetry. Using the knowledge that
they had learnt, they created activities to teach younger students specific figurative language features. These
activities included posters, charts, flashcards and card games!

Humour

These students from R1 were laughing
while generating hilarious ideas in their
minds. Their entertaining and stimulating
ideas made them a cheerful and inspiring
group to teach.’ –Yaazhventhan

I think these kids have learned well and
games such as these ones can have a big
impact on kids’ education. (Mason)

Rhyming

Testing out these educational games with the Year 4’s
helped me understand personification better as well as
working with younger groups. It was a unique
experience! (Aceline)

The kids had an awesome
time playing the rhyming
games we created – Picka-Brick and Back-of-theStack.

Similes

Personification

The activities definitely helped these students learn
about the given topics, and helped me realised how
easy it is to learn the main focus, language features in
poetry, when you are having fun! (Agatha)

The task of creating a personification game to teach the
year 4’s was new and something we had to tackle
together in groups while having a great time. (Daphne)

The Year Three students were amazing to teach and loved the
activities. I think the cards really helped them understand the
difference between similes and just normal sentences. (Brenna)

Swimming – Swimming for years 1, 3 and 5 will be conducted in Term 3
during weeks 5 and 6 at Beechboro Aquatic Centre (Swan Active in
Beechboro previously known as Altone Park Leisure Centre). Forms
including permission slips and payment envelopes will be sent out in the
first week of Term 3.

Term Dates 2021:
Term 2: ends Fri 2 July.
Term 3: Tues 20 July
to
Fri 24 Sept.
Term 4: Tues 12 Oct
to
Thurs 16 Dec.

School Reports – As part of the school’s sustainability program, all school
reports will be emailed to parents/caregivers only. Paper copies will not be
sent home as has been done in the past. Please ensure your correct email
address is on the school records to ensure you receive the report/s.
School Assemblies – Last week we returned to whole school weekly
assemblies. Parents of students receiving a merit award are welcome to
attend, as are parents of students doing a class item. General parent
attendance is still limited at this time
Kindergarten Program: We are currently taking Applications for
Enrolment for children who will turn 4 years of age before June 30th,
2022.
The closing date for all applications is the 23th of July, 2021.
Please note: Applications for Enrolment are not to be confused with
Enrolments. All applicants will be contacted shortly after the closing date
advising if their application has been successful and invite them to return
and complete enrolment forms. If you know of anyone in area who has
children who may need a placement next year, please pass this information
on.
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Student Messages – Please ensure that students know where they are
meeting parents/caregivers after school for pick up. Urgent messages will
be passed on. The office staff will try their best to pass other messages on
to students however sometimes they are unable to leave the office.
Mobile Phones – Please remind your children they cannot access mobile
phones during the school day. If your child requires a phone it must not be
accessed during the day. We suggest the phones are left with the teacher
during the day for safe keeping.
School Contributions Voluntary – In 2021 parents and carers of students
attending Ellenbrook Primary School are asked to contribute:
$40 per child in Year 1 to 6, $50 per child in Pre-Primary and $60 per child
in Kindergarten. Thank you to all those who have paid their fees, however
if you have not paid these fees through the Book Order with Campion, they
can be paid in cash, cheque or EFTPOS at the Office.
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P & C U P D A TE
General Business

Term Dates 2021:
Term 2: ends Fri 2 July.

The P&C is looking for a parent who is interested in nominating for our
vacant Secretary position.
The Secretary maintains the Association’s records (NOT the financial
records). They must:
• Post notice of meetings

Term 3: Tues 20 July
to
Fri 24 Sept.
Term 4: Tues 12 Oct
to
Thurs 16 Dec.

• Assist Chairperson in drawing up agenda
• Record minutes
• Deal with correspondence
• Maintain a register of members
If you are interested in nominating for this position, please email
president@eipspandc.org.au

Events / Fundraising
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
The new Entertainment Books are now available for purchase at a cost of
$70 each.
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Help our cause and get a year of unlimited offers and savings. Start your
Entertainment Membership today to support Ellenbrook Primary School
P&C Association Inc, get a year of amazing 2-for-1 offers, discounts and
savings AND a bonus $10 or $20 eGift Card. Click here to sign up today:
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/8584n8
T&C's apply* visit www.entertainment.com.au/promotions

Canteen
Flexischools
Can't get into the canteen, go online to www.flexischools.com.au, it's so
easy. (NOTE: Please make sure you have the correct class assigned in
Flexischools against your kids when making an order).
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P & C U P D A TE
Help Wanted

Term Dates 2021:
Term 2: ends Fri 2 July.
Term 3: Tues 20 July
to
Fri 24 Sept.
Term 4: Tues 12 Oct
to
Thurs 16 Dec.

The canteen is always looking for help to continue to make delicious
homemade meals for our kids. We might look like we have it all sorted but
having an extra pair of hands can make a world of difference.
If you would like to volunteer, please see Bec or Kallee in the canteen.
UNIFORM SHOP

OPENING HOURS - Tuesday

8:30 AM to 9:00 AM

ORDERING UNIFORMS
An order form with payment can be placed in the P&C Box located in the
Front Office. Orders can also be made via Flexischools. Any orders placed
online will be filled and delivered to students on a Tuesday only.
If you require an urgent order, please contact the Uniform Shop at
uniforms@eipspandc.org.au and we will fill and deliver to your child's
classroom ASAP.
All queries regarding the Uniform Shop can also be directed to this email
address.
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School Banking
School Banking is on every Wednesday morning before the start of school
in the library.
If you’re interested in hearing more about school banking, please email us
at eipspandc@gmail.com or see the ladies in the library on a Wednesday
morning.
Have a question or want to stay up to date with the latest news please
join
the
Ellenbrook
PS
P&C
Facebook
group
(https://facebook.com/groups/eipspandc/) OR Please email us at
eipspandc@gmail.com.
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